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Soviet arms keep flexing

4 By TIM AHERN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev's
ambitious strategy for mod.
ernizing his nation's trou.
bled economy isn’t likely to
slow plans for building new
military weapons, according
to an assessm by two ma-

or U.S. intell en-
cies_ that was released

years, according to the Cen- and modernize the Soviet

tral Infelligence A ency and
the Pentagon's De:fense In-
telligence Agency.

The CIA-DIA report was
m rch 19 in a classified

meeting with the congres-
sional Joint Economx|
Committee. A aecIassiheg
version was made public by

Sen. William Proxmire (D-
Wis.), a member of the panel.

economy.

“Gorbachev’s plans call
for boosting economic
growth through massive re-
placement of outdated plant
and equipment and an em-
phasis on high-technology
industries,” the study said.

Achieving his goal would
“require record growth in
the machinery allocated for

modernizing Soviet plant

¢, Overhaul set _ and equipment,” it said, not.

:Ga@w . . The study noted that since ing that - the machinery fy-

B - -Gorhachev came to Power in  produced by the ‘Same sectQr

- March 1985, he has . sm. . of the economy that buiMs
wane within two or three nounced plans %to- overhant - mititary hardware.
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